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Death penalty review plea 
decision a ‘welcome move’
POSITIVE Experts say change was overdue, favour absolute 
transparency in dealing with decisions such as death penalty 

Avantika Mehta
■ avantika.mehta@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: As the Supreme Court 
opened another window of  hope
for death row convicts by allow-
ing open court hearings of  their
review petitions, activists and
legal fraternity welcomed it say-
ing, “There should be absolute
and full transparency in dealing
with an irreversible decision like 
the death penalty.”

Calling the apex court’s 
decision a “welcome change”,
Suhas Chakma, director of  the
ACHR questioned “why only the
review petition should be heard 
in open court.” After the review 
petition, the convict generally 
files a curative petition — the
last legal recourse available to
him — which is not heard in
open court.

Open court hearing of  review 
petitions will give another oppor-

tunity to death row convicts to
convince the court to acquit
them or to commute their sen-
tence to life imprisonment.

Retired SC judge RS Sodhi said
he was glad that the review peti-
tions would not just be decided by
circulation anymore. “While pass-

ing a death sentence, you are act-
ing like God. You can’t give life but 
you are taking it. This will be an
opportunity for the judge to review,
rethink the matter carefully.”

“It is excellent that the court is
acknowledging the status of  the
death penalty case — it can be
given by mistake, or because of
a lawyer’s incompetence, or even
if  the judge has preconceived 
notions.”

Senior lawyer and Rajya 
Sabha member KTS Tulsi said,
“It is always better to err on the
side of  caution when meting out
an irreversible decision like the
death penalty.” He added that he
had “always hoped that the apex
court would take such a decision.”

Calling it a long overdue
decision, senior lawyer Colin
Gonsalves said, “If  it is open
court, the advocate will at least
have the ability to show what has
been missed or mistaken.”

Peerzada Ashiq & Rajeev Mullick
■ letters@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR/ LUCKNOW: The Jammu
and Kashmir government is
mobilising men and machinery
on a grand scale to ensure that 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
Teachers’ Day speech reaches
the state’s 2.36 million school
students on September 5.

Apart from tapping 12,500 tel-
evision sets and two educational
satellites (edusats) for the cities, 
the administration is planning to
make 7,333 transistors available 
to schools located in remote areas

with no electricity, state education
secretary Nirmal Sharma told HT.

The government has directed
divisional commissioners in
Kashmir and Jammu to ensure 
that all 23,485 public and private 
schools have television sets and
generators for the occasion,
Sharma added.

A National Infor matics
Centre base in far-flung Leh will
ensure interaction of  students 
with the PM, which will also be
telecast live.

The education secretary said
that students have been asked
to be in their schools at around

2:30pm. The PM’s speech will
commence at 3pm and will con-
tinue till 4:45pm.

SP LAPTOPS FOR PM’S
SPEECH WEBCAST
School and college students
from Uttar Pradesh will be
able to watch Narendra Modi’s 
Teachers’ Day speech on lap-
tops provided by chief  minister
Akhilesh Yadav.

Colleges have been asked
to rope in their alumni – who 
have received these free com-
puters under a state government
scheme – for a day, and make 

arrangements so that students
can tune in to Modi’s speech
that will have a live webcast.
“About 1.44 million students
now have laptops provided by
the Samajwadi party (SP) gov-
ernment,” said Awadh Naresh
Sharma, director of  secondary
education, UP.

At a time when most states
ruled by non-NDA parties are
resisting the Centre’s Teachers’
Day programme, in UP the state
machinery is trying to ensure
the plan’s success.

About 13 million children study
in UP’s 22,000 secondary schools.

‘Enough safeguards
to ensure justice for
death row convicts’
Soibam Rocky Singh
■ rocky.singh@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Justice J Chelameswar
on Tuesday said that there were
enough legal safeguards to
ensure justice to death row con-
victs as they were given proper
opportunity at every stage during
the trial, while rejecting petitions
seeking open court hearing for 
review petitions.

“I am not able to agree with the
proposition that such an obligation
extends so far as to compulsorily 
giving an oral hearing in every
case where review is sought by a
convict,” Chelameswar, who deliv-
ered the minority verdict, said. He
added, “It is a matter of  record that 
this court in almost every case of
death penalty undertakes the
examination of  the correctness
of  such decision.”

Chelameswar did not agree with
majority verdict delivered by four
other judges led by Chief  Justice
of  India, RM Lodha, which took a 
more humane view of  the issue.

Enumerating judicial safe-
guards during the process of
trial and appeals, Chelameswar
s a i d  t h e re  we re  va r i o u s
safeguards provided by the
Constitution and the law of
this country against awarding
death penalty.

The majority verdict has
favoured a “limited oral hearing”
to be granted to the convict say-
ing that there is a possibility of, 
given the same set of  facts, “two 
judicial minds reaching different
conclusions either to award or 
decline to award death sentence.”

However, Chelameswar also
said that review petitions are 
normally heard by the same
judges which heard the appeal.
“Therefore, the possibility of  dif-
ferent judicial minds reaching dif-
ferent conclusions on the same set
of  facts does not arise,” he said.

J&K, UP plan big for Modi’s Sept 5 speech

SC to Bengal: Sterilising jumbos 
to check population is regressive
Bhadra Sinha
■ bhadra.sinha@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court 
on Tuesday restrained the West
Bengal government from imple-
menting its proposal to sterilise
elephants or any other wildlife to
restrict their population, while
pulling up the ministry of  envi-
ronment and forest (MoEF) for 
ignoring issues regarding safety
of  elephants.

A bench of  justices Dipak
Misra and Vikramjit Sen passed
the order while hearing a PIL
relating to large number of  deaths
of  elephants on railway tracks
in West Bengal, Assam, Odisha,
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka.

West Bengal’s move to sterilise
elephants was brought to the
court’s notice by the counsel of

Jharkhand, Tapesh Kumar Singh.
He pointed out to the state forest
minister’s statement that to curb
the growing elephant population
the administration was contem-
plating use of  immuno contracep-
tive drug to prevent procreation.

Calling it a “regressive step,” 
the bench also directed the
MoEF secretary to be person-
ally present at the next hearing
to explain the measures the min-
istry has taken in protecting
elephants on the railway tracks.

■ Decreasing habitat has escalated elephant-human conflicts. PTI FILE

ARUN JAITLEY 
OPERATED UPON
FOR DIABETES
HT Correspondent
■ letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Union finance and
defence minister Arun Jaitley on
Tuesday underwent a surgery for
‘diabetes management’ at a city
hospital. Jaitley, 61, underwent
bariatric surgery, which is com-
monly known as weight-loss sur-
gery, at a private hospital in Saket.

“He is overweight and has
had been suffering from uncon-
trolled blood glucose levels, late-
ly, for which this surgery is the
best known cure. In 92% cases
it has worked successfully,” said
Dr Pradeep Chowbey, director
–institute of  minimal access,
metabolic and bariatric surgery
at Max Healthcare.

Bariatric surgery is done not
only to control morbid obesity, but
also to cure co-morbid conditions
such as diabetes and hypertension.

Chowbey led the five-member
team that performed the gastric
bypass surgery, wherein a small
pouch is made in the stomach and
a route is created for the food to
reach directly to the small intes-
tines, resulting in minimal calo-
rie and nutrients absorption.

“The person is able to eat just
about one-third of  the usual
amount of  food, and overeating
results in vomiting. In a diabetic
patient, the food goes directly
into the intestine and stimulates
insulin,” Chowbey said.

 Jaitley is most likely to be
discharged on Thursday.

Adani group, tribals make peace
Ejaz Kaiser
■ ejaz.kaiser@hindustantimes.com

RAIPUR: Six-hour-long negotiations
on Tuesday defused the tension
among the tribals who had stalled
mining activities of  Adani enter-
prises in Parsa and Kante Basan
coal mines area of  Ambikapur
district, north Chhattisgarh, for 
five days. Over a thousand villag-
ers and five Adani officials were
present during the dialogue.

“We have given Adani officials

a deadline of  September 20 to
begin the work of  rehabilitation
of  the tribals whose lands were
acquired for mining. If  they don’t
comply, I will be the first person
to lock the gate of  the company”,
NN Ekka, additional collector
(Ambikapur), told HT. 

Getting written assurances
from both, officials of  Adani
group and the administration, 
the tribals decided to call off  
their protest and the production
at the mining site will resume

on Wednesday, the officer said.
Progress made by the company 

on the tribals’ demands would be
monitored by the administration
in the presence of  villagers on
the first Sunday of  every month.

Tribals in the area were protest-
ing against the Adani enterprises
for the latter’s alleged failure to
comply with their commitments.

Adani group bagged the con-
tract from Rajashthan Rajya 
Vidhyut Nigam Limited, which 
got the block in 2007.

OPEN COURT
The SC decision will give another chance to 
convicts to escape the noose

DEATH ROW CONVICTS IN JAIL
Male  Female
As of December 2012

CONVICTS LIKELY TO BENEFIT 
FROM SC DECISION
■ 1993 Mumbai serial blast case convict

Yakub Abdul Razak Memon
■ Four convicts in the December 16 gang

rape case, whose appeals are pending
before the SC would also benefit, in
case their conviction is upheld

■ Sonu Sardar of Chhattisgarh who killed
five members of a family in November 2004.

■ Sunder alias Sundarrajan of Tamil Nadu, guilty of kid-
napping a seven-year-old boy in 2009 and murdering him after his ran-
som demand of five lakhs was not met

■ Three AIADMK workers - C Muniappan, Ravindran and Nedunchezhian
– who  burnt to death three college girls in Tamil Nadu in 2000 after
former Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa’s conviction in a corruption case.
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■ Anyone sentenced to 
death by a sessions
court can file an appeal
before HC

■ A convict can’t be exe-
cuted before the death
sentence is confirmed by 
division bench of HC
■ Can challenge HC’s 

verdict before SC 
where a three-judge
bench hears appeal
■ After dismissal of
his appeal, his

review petition can
be heard in open court

■ Convict can file a cura-
tive petition against dis-
missal of review petition

■ Post dismissal of above, a
mercy plea before gover-
nor/President can be filed

■ Still challenge dismissal of
mercy plea before HC/SC

VARIOUS STAGES OF 
APPEAL IN CASES

414

›IT IS EXCELLENT
THAT THE COURT IS

ACKNOWLEDGING THE
STATUS OF THE DEATH 
PENALTY CASE. IT CAN
BE GIVEN BY MISTAKE, 
LAWYER’S INCOMPETENCE
OR IF THE JUDGE HAS
PRECONCEIVED NOTIONS
RS SODHI, retired SC judge

Madhyanchal Vidyut Vitran

Nigam Limited, Head Office: 

4-A, Gokhle Marg, Lucknow-

226001, Phone No.: 0522-2207065,

2208737,  Fax No. : 0522- 2206685,

2208769, CORRIGENDUM:- Tender

Specification No. MEDCO/ 1070/

RGGVY- 11th Plan/2014 and

MEDCO/ 1071/RGGVY- 11th Plan/

2014 which were scheduled to be

opened on 26 August 2014, are 

hereby extended as per details given

below. All other terms shall remain

unchanged. ● Date/Time for submis-

sion of offer: As per table below, 1300

Hrs., ● Date & Time of opening of

technical and commercial Part-I offer:

As per table below, 1500 Hrs. Sl. No.,

Tender Specification No., Name of

District where work as mentioned

against Name of Scheme is to be

carried out, No. of Unelectrifid

Mazaras, Estimated Cost of Project

(Rs. Lacs), Earnest Money Deposit

(Rs. Rounded in Lacs), Cost of

Tender Document + VAT (Rs.), Date

of Submission/ Opening of Tender

respectively as under : - 1. MEDCO/

1070/ RGGVY- 11th Plan/ 2014,

Gonda, 1836, 16292.7, 50, 52,500,

25-09-2014, 2. MEDCO/ 1071/

RGGVY- 11th Plan/ 2014, Shahjahan-

pur, 1994, 19223.63, 50, 52,500, 25-

09-2014, Superintending Engineer

(RGGVY) MVVNL, 4-A Gokhale

Marg, Lucknow, MVVNL Helpline

No.- 0522-2208737, R- 871, Dt.:01-

09-2014 “Save Electricity in

National Interest”

Invitation for applications from online assessment
agencies for carrying out assessments under 

Skill Development Initiative Scheme (SDIS)

DGE&T, Ministry of Labour & Employment, Government
of India envisages to empanel online assessment
agencies for carrying out online assessments under Skill
Development Initiative Scheme (SDIS) in select cities.
Interested agencies may apply in prescribed proforma which
can be downloaded from our website http://dget.gov.in. All
applications shall reach to the following address within
20 days from the date of publication of the advertisement.

Director (SDI)
Directorate General of Employment & Training

Ministry of Labour & Employment
Shram Shakti Bhawan, 2, 4 Rafi Marg

New Delhi-110001, Phone No.: 011-23708071

davp 23138/11/0003/1415

Government of India
Ministry of Labour and Employment

DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF EMPLOYMENT & TRAINING

No. El-D/GA002/7/2014-GA

ERNET India
(An Autonomous Scientific Society under Department of

Electronics & Information Technology, Gol)
Jeevan Prakash Building, 10th Floor, 25, K.G. Marg, New Delhi-110003

ERNET India, an autonomous Scientific Society under Department
of Electronics & Information Technology (DeitY), Govt. of India, is a
class ‘A’ Internet Service Provider for the Education and Research
Community in India and provides services through its various PoPs
located throughout the country.

2. ERNET India intends to carryout “Balance work of Electrical, Fire
Alarm System, HVAC, Fire Suppression, Interior and Civil Work at
ERNET Premises on 5th Floor, DMRC Shastri Park Block-I,
Delhi-110053”. Interested parties who wish to participate in the tender
may log on to website www.ernet.in for further information/detailed
tender document.

(Bhupal Singh)
Registrar & CPO

011-23753984

INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH
REF. ADV. NO. ICMRHQ/Adm-1/2014/02

Applications are invited up to 08.10.2014 for one post of
Technical Officer-A(ES) unreserved in the Pay Band PB-2
Rs. 9,300-34,800/- + Rs. 4,600/- (Grade Pay) at the Hqrs
Office of the Council.

2. Essential Qualification & Experience:
Graduate Degree in Electrical Engineering with two
years experience OR three years diploma in Electrical
Engineering with three years experience in relevant
discipline from Govt. recognised institute/organisation.

3. Age limit
(i) Not exceeding 30 years as on 08.10.2014.
(ii) Relaxation in age would be admissible SC/ST/PH & OBC

in accordance with Govt. of India rules/orders in force.
(iii) One time age relaxation is also allowed to staff

working or having worked in long term projects of
ICMR Institutes/Centres provided they meet essential
qualification and experience for the post with a view to
provide them opportunity to compete with other
candidates as per provision made under Rule (4) of
Recruitment Rules for Technical & Engineering support
cadre - 2009.

Note: For details regarding Age, Job requirements,
application form and other aspect etc. please visit ICMR’s
website http://icmr.nic.in

davp 17152/11/0002/1415
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